
The Institution of Fire Engineers, Scottish Branch 

 

ANNOUNCEMENT 

The Scottish Branch of the Institution will hold an 

EXTRAORDINARY GENERAL MEETING on 22 June 2017  

A request for a General Meeting of the Branch was received from 12 (twelve) members of the Institution.  

The principal purpose of the meeting will be to inaugurate a GROUP that is to be embedded in the Scottish 

Branch and all IFE members in the Branch are invited to the meeting and any or all members may become a 

member of the GROUP.  

The EGM is to be commence at 1.30 p.m. in the  

Ash Room of the Building Standards Division (Scottish Government), Denholm House, Almondvale 

Business Park, Almondvale Way, Livingston, West Lothian EH54 6GA 

The Order of business for the meeting, as set out by the requestors, is as follows: 

‘The formation of a working group under the Scottish Branch – Scottish Fire Engineering Group 

a) The Board approved constitution and rules of the working group as required by IFE policy; 

b) The remit of the working group; and 

c) The membership of the working group.’ 

At a meeting of the Council of the Scottish Branch on 30 May 2017 it was decided, because of the 

Constitution of the Branch, to write a List of Items for the content of the meeting that directly reflects the 

wishes of the requestors but that may be more informative for all members. In addition a brief explanatory 

note is set out also. 

PLEASE INDICATE YOUR PROBABLE ATTENDANCE AT THE MEETING ON 22 JUNE BY FOLLOWING THE 

APPROPRIATE INSTRUCTIONS NOTING THAT YOU MAY BE UNABLE TO ATTEND THE MEETING BUT WOULD 

LIKE TO BE A MEMBER OF THE GROUP. 

List of Items 

Name of the Group: The Scottish Building Fire Engineering Group. 

Membership: Any and all IFE members that are members of the Scottish Branch. 

Remit: To understand and develop any fire safety issues associated with the construction industry in 

Scotland including aspects of the fire safety of the building in use. To make comment and/or 

recommendations on aspects of Building Fire Safety Engineering to any organisation or body that has an 

interest in the subject. To expand these remits as seem to be appropriate with the approval of the Branch 

Council. 



Representation: The Group is entitled to ONE place on the Branch Council when the number of members of 

the Group is no more than 30 members and TWO places when the number exceeds 30 members. 

Requirement:  The Group needs to keep an up to date list of the Scottish Branch members who are members 

of the Group. A  summary of the activities of the Group should be sent to members at times decided by the 

leaders/organisers of the Group. 

Leaders: The members who form a Group Committee shall elect/select ‘office bearers’ as and when 

required. 

Working Groups: The Group Committee shall create working groups for specific tasks. Each Working Group 

shall set its own remit and circulate a description of the specific task to all members of the Group and to the 

Council of the Branch. 

Reporting: Each Working Group shall keep the Group Committee informed of difficulties encountered and 

reports completed and the Group shall send summaries of the completed work and the relevant reports to 

the Branch Council. 

 

One Current Problem in Building Fire Safety Engineering 

Earlier this month (May 2017) the Scottish Government released into the public domain a report entitled 

‘Competency Criteria for Local Authority Verifiers When Checking Fire Engineered Solution for Compliance 

with Building Standards’. This report highlights the fact that there are very few fire safety engineers, suitably 

qualified, working in the local authority Departments of Building Standards. This is making the approval 

process very protracted, in some cases, or the proposal being sent to a 3rd party reviewer who, similarly, may 

not be appropriately qualified. The report suggests possible solutions to this problem but it is unlikely that an 

‘instant fix’ will be found – it will take time. Here the Group has an opportunity to make serious, cogent 

recommendations.  
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